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TO: Clerks of the Circuit Courts 

FROM: G. Paul Nardo 

DATE: April 9, 2019 

RE: Proposed Amendments to the Constitution of Virginia for posting 

As you may be aware, § 30-13 of the Code of Virginia, directs the Clerk of 
the House of Delegates to have published all proposed amendments to the 
Constitution of Virginia. In fulfillment of that statutory requirement, please 
fmd below links to five proposed amendments to the Constitution of Virginia 
that were agreed to by the Virginia General Assembly during the 2019 Session: 

HJR 591: Proposing an amendment to Section 6 of Article II of the Constitution 
of Virginia, relating to apportionment; technical adjustments permitted. 

HJR 615: Proposing an amendment to Section 6 of Article II of the Constitution 
of Virginia and proposing an amendment to the Constitution of Virginia by 
adding in Article II a section numbered 6-A, relating to apportionment; Virginia 
Redistricting Commission. 

HJR 676: Proposing an amendment to Section 6 of Article X of the Constitution 
of Virginia, relating to personal property tax exemption; motor vehicle owned by 
a disabled veteran. 

SJR 278: Proposing an amendment to Section 6 of Article X of the Constitution 
of Virginia, relating to personal property tax exemption; motor vehicle owned by 
a disabled veteran. 

SJR 306: Proposing an amendment to Section 6 of Article II of the Constitution 
of Virginia and proposing an amendment to the Constitution of Virginia by 
adding in Article II a section numbered 6-A, relating to apportionment; Virginia 
Redistricting Commission. 

Section 30-13 of the Code of Virginia also requires the clerk of the 
circuit court of each city and county to post one copy of each amendment at 
the front door of the courthouse, and make a second copy available for 
inspection by any citizen. Additionally, § 1-211.1 provides that a clerk can 
satisfy the requirement for posting an official document at the court door by 

PHONE:: (804) 698·161 9 • FAX: (804) 698·1 800 



posting the document on the public government website of the locality served 
by the court or the website of the circuit court clerk. 

To ensure accuracy and consistency in discharging our shared statutory 
obligations, I would kindly ask you to please complete, sign, and return the 
attached form which acknowledges your compliance with the provisions of the 
law. 

Thank you, in advance, for your cooperation with this important matter. 
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HOUSE JOINT RESOLUTION NO. 591 

Proposing an amendment to Section 6 of Article II of the Constitution of Virginia, relating to 
apportionment; technical adjustments permitted. 

Agreed to by the House of Delegates, February 4, 2019 
Agreed to by the Senate, February 18,2019 

RESOLVED by the House of Delegates, the Senate concurring, a majority of the members elected to 
each house agreeing, That the following amendment to the Constitution of Virginia be, and the same 
hereby is, proposed' and referred to the General Assembly at its first regular session held after the next 
general election of members of the House of Delegates for its concurrence in conformity with the 
provisions of Section 1 of Article XII of the Constitution of Virginia, namely: 

Amend Section 6 of Article II of the Constitution of Virginia as follows: 
ARTICLE II 

FRANCHISE AND OFFICERS 
Section 6. Apportionment. 

Members of the House of Representatives of the United States and members of the Senate and of the 
House of Delegates of the General Assembly shall be elected from electoral districts established by the 
General Assembly. Every electoral district shall be composed of contiguous and compact territory and 
shall be so constituted as to give, as nearly as is practicable, representation in proportion to the 
population of the district. The General Assembly shall reapportion the Commonwealth into electoral 
districts in accordance with this section in the year 2011 and every ten years thereafter. 

Any such decennial reapportionment law shall take effect immediately and not be subject to the 
limitations contained in Article IV, Section 13, of this Constitution. 

Subsequent to the enactment of any decennial reapportionment law, the General Assembly may make 
technical adjustments to legislative electoral district boundaries solely for the purpose of causing such 
district boundaries to coincide with the boundaries of voting precincts established in the counties and 
cities. Such adjustments shall change legislative electoral district boundaries only to the extent necessary 
to accomplish this purpose, and any change made shall be consistent with any criteria for legislative 
electoral districts adopted for the preceding decennial redistricting. , 

The districts delineated in the decennial reapportionment law shall be implemented for the November 
general election for the United States House of Representatives, Senate, or House of Delegates, 
respectively, that is held immediately prior to the expiration of the term being served in the year that the 
reapportionment law is required to be enacted. A member in office at the time that a decennial 
redistricting law is enacted shall complete his term of office and shall continue to represent the district 
from which he was elected for the duration of such term of office so long as he does not move his 
residence from the district from which he was elected. Any vacancy occurring during such term shall be 
filled from the same district that elected the member whose vacancy is being filled. 
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HOUSE JOINT RESOLUTION NO. 615 

Proposing an amendment to Section 6 of Article II of the Constitution of Virginia and proposing an 
amendment to the Constitution of Virginia by adding in Article II a section numbered 6-A, relating to 
apportionment; Virginia Redistricting Commission. 

Agreed to by the House of Delegates, February 23, 2019 

Agreed to by the Senate, February 23, 2019 


RESOL VED by the House of Delegates, the Senate concurring, a majorityl of the members elected to 
each house agreeing, That the following amendments to the Constitution of Virginia be, and the same 
hereby are, proposed and referred to the General Assembly at its first regular session held after the next 
general election of members of the House of Delegates for its concurrence in conformity with the 
provisions of Section 1 of Article XII of the Constitution of Virginia, namely: 

Amend Section 6 of Article II of the Constitution of Virginia and amend the Constitution of Virginia 
by adding in Article II a section numbered 6-A as follows: 

ARTICLE II 
FRANCHISE AND OFFICERS 

Section 6. Apportionment. 
Members ·of the House of Representatives of the United States and members of the Senate and of the 

House of Delegates of the General Assembly shall be elected from electoral districts established ~ the 
GeReral Assembly pursuant to Section 6-A -of this Constitution. Every electoral district shall be 
composed of contiguous and compact territory and shall be so constituted as to' give, as nearly as is 
practicable, representation in proportion to the population of the district. Every electoral district shall be 
drawn in accordance with the requirements of federal and state laws that address racial and ethnic 
fairness, including the Equal Protection Clause of the Fourteenth Amendment to lhe Constitution of the 
United States and provisions of the Voting Rights Act of 1965, as amended, and judicial decisions 
interpreting such laws, Districts shall provide, where practicable, opportunities for racial and ethnic 
communities to elect candidates of their choice. 

The GeReral Assembly shall reapportioR the Commonwealth shall be reapportioned into electoral 
districts in accordance with this section and Section 6-A in the year W!+ 2021 and every ten years 
thereafter. 

Any such decennial reapportionment law shall take effect immediately and not be subject to the 
limitations contained in Article IV, Section 13, of this Constitution. 

The districts delineated in the decennial reapportionment law shall be implemented for the November 
general election for the United States House of Representatives, Senate, or House of Delegates, 
respectively, that is held immediately prior to the expiration of the term being served in the year that the 
reapportionment law is required to be enacted. A member in office at the time that a decennial 
redistricting law is enacted shall complete his term of office and shall continue to represent the district 
from which he was elected for the duration of such term of office so long as he does not move his 
residence from the district from which he was elected. Any vacancy occurring during such term shall be 
filled from the same district that elected the member whose vacancy is being filled. 
Section 6-A. Virginia Redistricting Commission. 

(a) In the year 2020 and every ten years thereafter, the Virginia Redistricting Commission (the 
Commission) shall be convened for the purpose of establishing districts for the United States House of 
Representatives and for the Senate and the House of Delegates of the General Assembly pursuant to 
Article II, Section 6 of this Constitution. . 

(b) The Commission shall consist of sixteen commissioners who shall be selected in accordance with 
the provisions of this subsection. 

(1) Eight commissioners shall be legislative members, four of whom shall be members of the Senate 
of Virginia and four of whom shall be members of the House of Delegates. These commissioners shall 
be appointed no later than December 1 of the year ending in zero and s_hall continue to serve until their 
successors are appointed 

(A) Two commissioners shall represent the political party having the highest number of members in 
the Senate of Virginia and shall be appointed by the President pro tempore of the Senate of Virginia. 

(B) Two commissioners shall represent the political party having the next highest number of members 
in the Senate of Virginia and shall be appointed by the leader of that political party. 

(C) Two commissioners shall represent the political party having the highest number of members in 
the House of Delegates and shall be appointed by the Speaker of the House of Delegates. 

(D) Two commissioners shall represent the political party having the next highest number of 
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members in the House of Delegates and shall be appointed by the leader of that political party. 
(2) Eight commissioners shall be citizen members who shall be selected in accordance with the 

provisions of this subdivision and in the manner determined by the General Assembly by general law. 
(A) There shall be a Redistricting Commission Selection Committee (the Committee) consisting offive 

retired judges of the circuit courts of Virginia. By November 15 of the year ending in zero, the Chief 
Justice of the Supreme Court of Virginia shall certify to the Speaker of the House of Delegates, the 
leader in the House of Delegates of the political party having the next highest number of members in 
the House of Delegates, the President pro tempore of the Senate of Virginia, and the leader in the 
Senate of Virginia of the political party having the next highest number of members in the Senate a list 
of retired judges of the circuit courts of Virginia who are willing to serve on the Committee, and these 
members shall each select a judge from the list. The four judges selected to serve on the Committee 
shall select, by a majority vote, a judge from the list prescribed herein to serve as the fifth member of 
the Committee and to serve as the chairman of the Committee. 

(B) By January 1 of the year ending in one, the Speaker of the House of Delegates, the leader in the 
House of Delegates of the political party having the next highest number of members in the House of 
Delegates, the President pro tempore of the Senate of Virginia, and the leader in the Senate of the 
political party having the next highest number of members in the Senate shall each submit to the 
Committee a list of at least sixteen citizen candidates for service on the Commission. Such citizen 
candidates shall meet the criteria established by the General Assembly by general law. 

The Committee shall select, by a majority vote, two citizen members from each list submitted. No 
member or employee of the Congress of the United States or of the General Assembly shall be eligible 
to serve as a citizen member. 

(c) By February 1 of the year ending in one, the Commission shall hold a public meeting at which it 
shall select a chairman from its membership. The chairman shall be a citizen member and shall be 
responsible for coordinating the work of the Commission. 

(d) The Commission shall submit to the General Assembly plans for districts for the Senate and the 
House of Delegates of the General Assembly no later than 45 days following the receipt of census data 
and shall submit to the General Assembly plans for districts for the United States House of 
Representatives no later than 60 days following the receipt of census data or by the first day ofJuly of 
that year, whichever occurs later. 

(1) To be submitted as a proposed plan for districts for members of the United States House of 
Representatives, a plan shall receive affirmative votes ofat least six of the eight legislative members and 
six of the eight citizen members. 

(2) To be submitted as a proposed plan for districts for members of the Senate, a plan shall receive 
affirmative votes of at least six of the eight legislative members, including at least three of the four 
legislative members who are members of the Senate, and at least six of the eight citizen members. 

(3) To be submitted as a proposed plan for districts for members of the House of Delegates, a plan 
shall receive affirmative votes of at least six of the eight legislative members, including at least three of 
the four legislative members who are members of the House of Delegates, and at least six of the eight 
citizen members. 

, (e) Plans for districts for the Senate and the House of Delegates shall be embodied in and voted on 
as a single bill. The vote on any bill embodying a plan for districts shall be taken in accordance with 
the provisions of Article IV, Section 11 of this Constitution, except that no amendments shall be 
permitted. Such bills shall not be subject to the provisions contained in Article V, Section 6 of this 
Cons titulion. 

(f) Within fifteen days of receipt of a plan for districts, the General Assembly shall take a vote on the 
bill embodying that plan in accordance with the provisions of subsection (e). If the General Assembly 
fails to adopt such bill by this deadline, the Commission shall submit a new plan for districts to the 
General Assembly within fourteen days of the General Assembly's failure to adopt the bill. The General 
Assembly shall take a vote on the bill embodying such plan within seven days of receipt of the plan. If 
the General Assembly fails to adopt such bill by this deadline, the districts shall be established by the 
Supreme Court of Virginia. 

(g) If the Commission fails to submit a plan for districts by the deadline set forth in subsection (d), 
the Commission shall have fourteen days following its initial failure to submit a plan to the General 
Assembly. If the Commission fails to submit a plan for districts to the General Assembly by this 
deadline, the districts shall be established by the Supreme Court of Virginia.

If the Commission submits a plan for districts within fourteen days following its initial failure to 
submit a plan, the General Assembly shall take a vote on the bill embodying such plan· within seven 
days of its receipt. If the General Assembly fails to adopt such bill by this deadline, the districts shall be 
established by the Supreme Court of Virginia. 

(h) All meetings of the Commission shall be open to the public. Prior to proposing any redistricting 
plans and prior to voting on redistricting plans, the Commission shall hold at least three public 
hearings in different parts of the Commonwealth to receive and consider comments from the public. 

(i) All records and documents of the Commission, or any individual or group performing delegated 
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functions of or advising the Commission, related to the Commission's work, including internal 
communicatipns and communications from outside parties, shall be considered public information. 
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HOUSE JOINT RESOLUTION NO. 676 

Proposing an amendment to Section 6 of Article X of the Constitution of Virginia, relating to personal 
property tax exemption; motor vehicle owned by a disabled veteran. 

Agreed to by the House of Delegates, February 22, 2019 
Agreed to by the Senate, February 22,2019 

RESOLVED by the House of Delegates, the Senate concurring, a majority of the members elected to 
each house agreeing, That the following amendment to the Constitution of Virginia be, and the same 
hereby is, proposed and referred to the General Assembly at its first regular session held after the next 
general election of members of the House of Delegates for its concurrence in conformity with the 
provisions of Section 1 of Article XII of the Constitution of Virginia, namely: 

Amend Section 6 of Article X of the Constitution of Virginia as follows: 
ARTICLE X 

TAXATION AND FINANCE 
Section 6. Exempt property. 

(a) Except as otherwise provided in this Constitution, the following property and no other shall be 
exempt from taxation, State and local, including inheritance taxes: 

(1) Property owned directly or indirectly by the Commonwealth or any political subdivision thereof, 
and obligations of the Commonwealth or any political subdivision thereof exempt by law. 

(2) Real estate and personal property owned and exclusively occupied or used by churches or 
religious bodies for religious worship or for the residences Of their ministers. 

(3) Private or public burying grounds or cemeteries, provided the same are not operated for profit. 
(4) Property owned by public libraries or by institutions of learning not conducted for profit, so long 

as such property is primarily used for literary, scientific, or educational purposes or purposes incidental 
thereto. This provision may also apply to leasehold interests in such property as may be provided by 
general law. 

(5) Intangible personal property, or any class or classes thereof, as may be exempted in whole or in 
part by general law. 

(6) Property used by its owner for religious, charitable, patriotic, historical, benevolent, cultural, or 
public park and playground purposes, as may be provided by classification or designation by an 
ordinance adopted by the local governing body and subject to such restrictions and conditions as 
provided by general law. 

(7) Land subject to a perpetual easement permitting inundation by water as may be exempted in 
whole or in part by general law. 

(8) One motor vehicle owned and used primarily by or for a veteran of the armed forces of the 
United States or the Virginia National Guard who has been rated by the United States Department of 
Veterans Affairs or its successor agency pursuant to federal law with a one hundred percent 
service-connected, permanent, and total disability. For purposes of this subdivision, the term "motor 
vehicle" shall include only automobiles and pickup trucks. Any such motor vehicle owned by a married 
person may qualifY if either spouse is a veteran who is one hundred percent disabled pursuant to this 
subdivision. This exemption shall be applicable on the date the motor vehicle is acquired or the effective 
date of this subdivision, whichever is later, but shall not be applicable for any period of time prior to 
the effective date. 

(b) The General Assembly may by general law authorize the governing body of any county, city, 
town, or regional government to provide for the exemption from local property taxation, or a portion 
thereof, within such restrictions and upon such conditions as may be prescribed, of real estate and 
personal property designed for continuous habitation owned by, and occupied as the sole dwelling of, 
persons not less than sixty-five years of age or persons permanently and totally disabled as established 
by general law. A local governing body may be authorized to establish either income or financial worth 
limitations, or both, in order to qualify for such relief. 

(c) Except as to property of the Commonwealth, the General Assembly by general law may restrict 
or condition, in whole or in part, but not extend, any or all of the above exemptions. 

(d) The General Assembly may define as a separate subject of taxation any property, including real 
or personal property, equipment, facilities, or devices, used primarily for the purpose of abating or 
preventing pollution of the atmosphere or waters of the Commonwealth or for the purpose of 
transferring or storing solar energy, and by general law may allow the governing body of any county, 
city, town, or regional government to exempt or partially exempt such property from taxation, or by 
general law may directly exempt or partially exempt such property from taxation. 
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(e) The General Assembly may define as a separate subject of taxation household goods, personal 
effects and tangible farm property and products, and by general law may allow the governing body of 
any county, city, town, or regional government to exempt or partially exempt such property from 
taxation, or by general law may directly exempt or partially exempt such property from taxation. 

(f) Exemptions of property from taxation as established or authorized hereby shall be strictly 
construed; provided, however, that all property exempt from taxation on the effective date of this section 
shall continue to be exempt until otherwise provided by the General Assembly as herein set forth. 

(g) The General Assembly may by general law authorize any county, city, town, or regional 
government to impose a service charge upon the owners of a class or classes of exempt property for 
services provided by such governments. 

(h) The General Assembly may by general law authorize the governing body of any county, city, 
town, or regional government to provide for a partial exemption from local real property taxation, within 
such restrictions and upon such conditions as may be prescribed, (i) of real estate whose improvements, 
by virtue of age and use, have undergone substantial renovation, rehabilitation or replacement or (ii) of 
real estate with new structures and improvements in conservation, redevelopment, or rehabilitation areas. 

(i) The General Assembly may by general law allow the governing body of any county, city, or town 
to exempt or partially exempt from taxation any generating equipment installed after December 
thirty-one, nineteen hundred seventy-four, for the purpose of converting from oil or natural gas to coal 
or to wood, wood bark, wood residue, or to any other alternate energy source for manufacturing, and 
any co-generation equipment installed since such date for use in manufacturing. 

(j) The General Assembly may by general law allow the governing body of any county, city, or town 
to have the option to exempt ,or partially exempt from taxation any business, occupational or 
professional license or any merchants' capital, or both. 

(k) The General Assembly may by general law authorize the governing body of any county, city, or 
town to provide for a partial exemption from local real property taxation, within such restrictions and 
upon such conditions as may be prescribed, of improved real estate subject to recurrent flooding upon 
which flooding abatement, mitigation, or resiliency efforts have been undertaken. 



VIRGINIA ACTS OF ASSEMBLY -- 2019 SESSION 

CHAPTER 823 

SENATE JOINT RESOLUTION NO. 278 

Proposing an amendment to Section 6 ofArticle X of the Constitution of Virginia, relating to personal 
property tax exemption; motor vehicle owned by a disabled veteran. 

4 Agreed to by the Senate, February 22,2019 

Agreed to by the House ofDelegates, February 22, 2019 


RESOLVED by the Senate, the House of Delegates concurring, a majority of the members elected to 
each house agreeing, That the following amendment to the Constitution of Virginia be, and the same 
hereby is, proposed and referred to the General Assembly at its first regular session held after the next 
general election of members of the House of Delegates for its concurrence in conformity with the 
provisions of Section 1 of Article XII of the Constitution of Virginia, namely: 

Amend Section 6 of Article X of the Constitution of Virginia as follows: 
ARTICLE X 

TAXATION AND FINANCE 
Section 6. Exempt property. 

(a) Except as otherwise provided in this Constitution, the following property and no other shall be 
exempt from taxation, State and local, including inheritance taxes: 

(1) Property owned directly or indirectly by the Commonwealth or any political subdivision thereof, 
and obligations of the Commonwealth or any political subdivision thereof exempt by law. 

(2) Real estate and personal property owned and exclusively occupied or used by churches or 
religious bodies for religious worship or for the residences of their ministers. 

(3) Private or public burying grounds or cemeteries, provided the same are not operated for profit. 
(4) Property owned by public libraries or by institutions of learning not conducted for profit, so long 

as such property is primarily used for literary, scientific, or educational purposes or purposes incidental 
thereto. This provision may also apply to leasehold interests in such property as may be provided by 
general law. 

(5) Intangible personal property, or any class or classes thereof, as may be exempted in whole or in 
part by general law. 

(6) Property used by its owner for religious, charitable, patriotic, historical, benevolent, cultural, or 
public park and playground purposes; as may be provided by classification or designation by an 
ordinance adopted by the local governing body and subject to such restrictions and conditions as 
provided by general law. 

(7) Land subject to a perpetual easement permitting inundation by water as may be exempted in 
whole or in part by general law. 

(8) One motor vehicle owned and used primarily by or for a veteran of the armed forces of the 
United States or the Virginia National Guard who has been rated by the United States Department of 
Veterans Affairs or its successor agency pursuant to federal law with a one hundred percent 
service-connected, permanent, and total disability. For purposes of this subdivision, the term "motor 
vehicle" shall include only automobiles and pickup trucks. Any such motor vehicle owned by a married 
person may qualify if either spouse is a veteran who is one hundred percent disabled pursuant to this 
subdivision. This exemption shall be applicable on the date the motor vehicle is acquired or the effective 
date of this subdivision, whichever is later. but shall not be applicable for any period of time prior to 
the effective date. 

(b) The General Assembly may by general law authorize the governing body of any county, city, 
town, or regional government to provide for the exemption from . local property taxation, or a portion 
thereof, within such restrictions and upon such conditions as may be prescribed, of real estate and 
personal property designed for continuous habitation owned by, and occupied as the sole dwelling of, 
persons not less than sixty-five years of age or persons permanently and totally disabled as established 
by general law. A local governing body may be authorized to establish either income or financial worth 
limitations, or both, in order to qualify for such relief . 

. (c) Except as to property of the Commonwealth, the General Assembly by general law may restrict 
or condition, in whole or in part, but not extend, any or all of the above exemptions. 

(d) The General Assembly may define as a separate subject of taxation any property, including real 
or personal property, equipment, facilities, or devices, used primarily for the purpose of abating or 
preventing pollution of the atmosphere or waters of the Commonwealth or for the purpose of 
transferring or storing solar energy, and by general law may allow the governing body of any county, 
city, town, or regional government to exempt or partially exempt such property from taxation, or by 
general law may directly exempt or partially exempt such property from taxation. 
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(e) The General Assembly may define as a separate subject of taxation household goods, personal 
effects and tangible farm property and products, and by general law may allow the governing body of 
any county, city, town, or regional government to exempt or partially e{{empt such property from 
taxation, or by general law may directly exempt or partially exempt such property from taxation. 

(f) Exemptions of property from taxation as established or authorized hereby shall be strictly 
construed; provided, however, that all property exempt from taxation on the effective date of this section 
shall continue to be exempt until otherwise provided by the General Assembly as herein set forth. 

(g) The General Assembly may by general law authorize any county, city, town, or regional 
government to impose a service charge upon the owners of a class or classes of exempt property for 
services provided by such governments. 

(h) The General Assembly may by general law authorize the governing body of any county, city, 
town, or regional government to provide for a partial exemption from local real property taxation, within 
such restrictions and upon such conditions as may be prescribed, (i) of real estate whose improvements, 
by virtue of age and use, have undergone substantial renovation, rehabilitation o,r replacement or (ii) of 
real estate with new structures and improvements in conservation, redevelopment, or rehabilitation areas. 

(i) The General Assembly may by general law allow the governing body of any county, city, or town 
to exempt or partially exempt from taxation any generating equipment installed after December 
thirty-one, nineteen hundred seventy-four, for the purpose of converting from oil or natural gas to coal 
or to wood, wood bark, wood residue, or to any other alternate energy source for manufacturing, and 
any co-generation equipment installed since such date for use in manufacturing. _ 

G) The General Assembly may by general law allow the governing body of any county, city, or town 
to have the option to exempt or partially exempt from taxation any business, occupational or 
professional license or any merchants' capital, or both. 

(k) The General Assembly may by general law authorize the governing body of any county, city, or 
town to provide for a partial exemption from local real. property taxation, within such restrictions and 
upon such conditions as may be prescribed, of improved real estate subject to recurrent flooding upon 
which flooding abatement, mitigation, or resiliency efforts have been undertaken. 
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SENATE JOINT RESOLUTION NO. 306 

Proposing an amendment to Section 6 of Article II of the Constitution of Virginia and proposing an 
amendment to the Constitution of Virginia by adding in Article II a section numbered 6-A, relating to 
apportionment; Virginia Redistricting Commission. 

Agreed to by the Senate, February 23,2019 

Agreed to by the House ofDelegates, February 23,2019 


RESOLVED by the Senate, the House of Delegates concurring, a majority of the members elected to 
each house agreeing, That the following amendments to the Constitution of Virginia be, and the same 
hereby are, proposed and referred to the General Assembly at its first regular session held after the next 
general election, of members of the House of Delegates for its concurrence in conformity with the 
provisions of Section 1 of Article XII of the Constitution of Virginia, namely: 

Amend Section 6 of Article II of the Constitution of Virginia and amend the Constitution of Virginia 
by adding in Article II a section numbered 6-A as follows: 

ARTICLE II 
FRANCHISE AND OFFICERS 

Section 6. Apportionment. 
Members of the House of Representatives of the United States and members of the Senate and of the 

House of Delegates of the General Assembly shall be elected from electoral districts established ~ ~ 
General Assembly pursuant to Section 6-A of this Constitution. Every electoral district shall be 
composed of contiguous and compact territory and shall be so constituted as to give, as nearly as is 
practicable, representation in proportion to the population of the district. Every electoral district shall be 
drawn in accordance with the requirements of federal and state laws that address racial and ethnic 
fairness, including the Equal Protection Clause of the Fourteenth Amendment to the Constitution of the 
United States and provisions of the Voting Rights Act of 1965, as amended, and judicial decisions 
interpreting such laws. Districts shall provide, where practicable, opportunities for racial and ethnic 
communities to elect candidates of their choice. 

The General Assembly shall reapf3ortion ~ Commonwealth shall be reapportioned into electoral 
districts in accordance with this section and Section 6-A in the year ;;w.H 2021 and every ten years 
thereafter. ' 

Any such decennial reapportionment law shall take effect immediately and not be subject to the 
limitations contained in Article IV, Section 13, of this Constitution. 

The districts delineated in the decennial reapportionment law shall be implemented for the November 
general election for the United States House of Representatives, Senate, or House of Delegates, 
respectively, that is held immediately prior to the expiration of the term being served in the year that the 
reapportionment law is required to be enacted. A member in office at the time that a decennial 
redistricting law is enacted shall complete his term of office and shall continue to represent the district 
from which he was elected for the duration of such term of office so long as he does not move his 
residence from the district from which he was elected. Any vacancy occurring during such term shall be 
filled from the same district that elected the member whose vacancy is being filled. 
Section 6-A. Virginia Redistricting Commission. 

(a) In the year 2020 and every ten years thereqfter, the Virginia Redistricting Commission (the 
Commission) shall be convened for the purpose of establishing districts for the United States House of 
Representatives and for the Senate and the House of Delegates of the' General Assembly pursuant to 
Article IL Section 6 of this Constitution. ' 

(b) The Commission shall consist of sixteen commissioners who shall be selected in accordance with 
the provisions of this subsection. 

(1) Eight commissioners shall be legislative members, four of whom shall be members of the Senate 
of Virginia and four of whom shall be members of the House of Delegates. These commissioners shall 
be appointed no later than December 1 of the year ending in zero and shall continue to serve until their 
successors are appointecl 

(A) Two commissioners shall represent the political party having the highest number of members in 
the Senate of Virginia and shall be appointed by the President pro tempore of the Senate of Virginia. 

(B) Two commissioners shall represent the political party having the next highest number ofmembers 
in the Senate of Virginia and shall be appointed by the leader of that political party. 

(C) Two commissioners shall represent the political party having the highest number of members in 
the House of Delegates and shall be appointed by the Speaker of the House ofDelegates. 

(D) Two commissioners shall represent the political party having the next highest number of 
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members in the House ofDelegates and shall be appointed by the leader of that political party. 
(2) Eight commissioners shall be citizen members who shall be selected in accordance with the 

provisions of this subdivision and in the manner determined by the General Assembly by general law. 
(A) There shall be a Redistricting Commission Selection Committee (the Committee) consisting offive 

retired judges of the circuit courts of Virginia. By November 15 of the year ending in zero, the Chief 
Justice of the Supreme Court of Virginia shall certify to the Speaker of the House of Delegates, the 
leader in the House of Delegates of the political party having the next highest number of members in 
the House of Delegates, the President pro tempore of the Senate of Virginia, and the leader in the 
Senate of Virginia of the political party having the next highest number of members in the Senate a list 
of retired judges of the circuit courts of Virginia who are willing to serve on the Committee, and these 
members shall each select a judge from the list. The four judges selected to serve on the Committee 
shall select, by a majority vote, a judge from the list prescribed herein to serve as the fifth member of 
the Committee and to serve as the chairman of the Committee. 

(B) By January 1 of the year ending in one, the Speaker of the House ofDelegates, the leader in the 
House of Delegates of the political party having the next highest number of members in the House of 
Delegates, the President pro tempore of the Senate of Virginia, and the leader in the Senate of the 
political party having the next highest number of members in the Senate shall each submit to the 
Committee a list of at least sixteen citizen candidates for service on the Commission. Such citizen 
candidates shall meet the criteria established by the General Assembly by general law. 

The Committee shall select, by a majority vote, two citizen members from each list submitted. No 
member or employee of the Congress of the United States or of the General Assembly shall be eligible 
to serve as a citizen member. 

(c) By February 1 of the year ending in one, the Commission shall hold a public meeting at which it 
shall select a chairman from its membership. The chairman shall be a citizen member and shall be 
responsible for coordinating the work of the Commission. 

(d) The Commission shall submit to the General Assembly plans for districts for the Senate and the 
House of Delegates of the General Assembly no later than 45 days following the receipt of census data 
and shall submit to the General Assembly plans for districts for the United States House of 
Representatives no later than 60 days following the receipt of census data or by the first day ofJuly of 
that year, whichever occurs later. 

(J) To be submitted as a proposed plan for districts for members of the United States House of 
Representatives, a plan shall receive affirmative votes of at least six of the eight legislative members and 
six of the eight citizen members. 

(2) To be submitted as a proposed plan for districts for members of the Senate, a plan shall receive 
affirmative votes of at least six of the eight legislative members, including at least three of the four 
legislative members who are members of the Senate, and at least six of the eight citizen members. 

(3) To be submitted as a proposed plan for districts for members of the House of Delegates, a plan 
shall receive affirmative votes of at least six of the eight legislative members, including at least three of 
the four legislative members who are members of the House of Delegates, and at least six of the eight 
citizen members. 

(e) Plans for districts for the Senate and the House of Delegates shall be embodied in and voted on 
as a single bill. The vote on any bill embodying a plan for districts shall be taken in accordance with 
the provisions of Article IV, Section 11 of this Constitution, except that no amendments shall be 
permitted Such bills shall not be subject to the provisions contained in Article V, Section 6 of this 
Constitution. 

(f) Within fifteen days of receipt ofa plan for districts, the General Assembly shall take a vote on the 
bill embodying that plan in accordance with the provisions of subsection (e). If the General Assembly 
fails to adopt such bill by this deadline, the Commission shall submit a new plan for districts to the 
General Assembly within fourteen days of the General Assembly'S failure to adopt the bill. The General 
Assembly shall take a vote on the bill embodying such plan within seven days of receipt of the plan. If 
the General Assembly fails to adopt such bill by this deadline, the districts shall be established by the 
Supreme Court of Virginia. 

(g) If the Commission fails to submit a plan for districts by the deadline set forth in subsection (d), 
the Commission shall have fourteen days following its initial failure to submit a plan to the General 
Assembly. If the Commission fails to submit a plan for districts to the General Assembly by this 
deadline, the districts shall be established by the Supreme Court of Virginia.

If the Commission submits a plan for districts within fourteen days following its initial failure to 
submit a plan, the General Assembly shall take a vote on the bill embodying such plan within seven 
days of its receipt. If the General Assembly fails to adopt such bill by this deadline, the districts shall be 
established by the Supreme Court of Virginia. 

(h) All meetings of the Commission shall be open to the public. Prior to proposing any redistricting 
plans and prior to voting on redistricting plans, the Commission shall hold at least three public 
hearings in different parts of the Commonwealth to receive and consider comments from the public. 

(lj All records and documents of the Commission, or any individual or group performing delegated 
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functions of or advising the Commission, related to the Commission's work, including internal 
communications and communications from outside parties, shall be considered public information. 


